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A True 


ACCOU N 'T 


Of a Bloudy and 


Barbarous Murder, 


Committed on the Body of 


John Sparks\ Waterman, 
John Hutchins, 2 


Fleet-ſtreet, near $ es the London, on W Vedveſiey 
the 3d. of December, 1684. Between the Hours | 


of E Sohe and Ni Ike in the Evening of the fame 
Day. 


As Aſo | hy 


An Account of his Apprehenſion and Commitment to Aew- 
gate, where he now;remainsa Priſoner for the ſaid Fact. 


fr 


[He many inſtances and thoſe but too- Fatal of Paſſion and Extrava- 
gance, that ſo frequently happen inthe moſt Populous of our City's 


) and Streets, cannot but be extreamly Remarkable, and moſt deſer- 
= vedly Punniſhable by thoſe in Authority over us: It being Common fer the 
0 Buly's and He@ors of the Town, upon the leaſt Afﬀront, or that which 
+ Sas ſhall pleaſe to expound as ſuch, to revenge the ſame with no leſs 
== the Death of the ſuppoſed Offender : As if nothing but the Bloud of 
a man were a Satisfa&tion it may be for an Innocent takeing the wall of, 
or a negledful ſtuntble upon one of theſe Night-walking Gentlemen : 
And this, tho we have the dayly Examples of ſuch as meritorioufly ſuf- | 
fer the Halter for ſuch Crimes, and at their laſt Exit from the Stage of : + 
Life give warning to others, to avoid thoſe 11 Courſes that naturally in- 
trodnce men into ſuch. Murthers and Parbaritigg: Yet is the fame neg- 
lefted by the Generalityz and when their full Cupps have diſordered them; 
. they grow enraged and confident, which their great Adverſary the Divel, 
ſo far incites, and forwards3 that all Warnings and Examples of others, 
-1s-of - no moment 4n their Conbiderations : But in . defence perhaps of a 
Paulrty 


Paultry Whore, or a Puniiio of miſtaken Honour; they think it ng 
Crime, to paſs through the Bowells of their Neighbour, 'or wade in his 
Bloud to accompliſh their Barbarous and Wicked Paſſions. An Inſtance 
whereof, You may be pleaſed to take in the following Relation. | 
On Wedneſd :y, abour 8 or 9 inthe Evening, one John Sparkes a pour 
Waterman, having by the Darkneſs of the Night, and Tarrying t& make 
Water, loſt the ſight of his Companions that were with himz Runnin 
haſtily to overiake them, chanced in his way*Innocently to take the Wall 
of *one "John Hutchins who was then Picking up a Wench in Fleet- ſtreet, 
near Sw Dwurſtans Church which" the (aid John Hutchins took as ſo great 
an Afﬀroat, that without more adoe he Drew his Sword upon the poor 
Wateriany who was -at the ſame time without any Defence, ſo much as a 
Stick or any other Weapon in. his, Hand 3 and prefling himcloſcly forward 
with a- Volley of G== D---s (the uſual Rhetorick of ſuch Miſcreants) he 
Runhimquicethorongh the Bady;z,tho he uſed all the means poſſible he could 
to avoid him: And with one Thruſt, Baſely and Inhumanely Murther- 
ed him: Inſumuch that he had only time to ſay as he was Falling, The Lor4 
hive Mercy npon me, I'me a Dead Main. And thereupon giving a great Groan, 
immediately Died : Which Lis ' Wicked Adverſary perceiving, began to 
take his Hecls and run away asfaſt as he could down: Ram-Alcy; but be- 
ing immeditely Purſued though, they loſt the ftght of him3 and that he 
had Cunnuigly thrown away- his Sword and Scabbard to avoid the Diſcove- 
ry yet as Gud would Lave it, thinking to get back again into Fleet- ſtreet, 
and mingling kimfe!lt-with the Croud 'the more ealily make his Etcape : 
A Porter {t:nding at the end of the Alley to watch his return, - whilſt 
others were in cloſe perfuit of him, cried. out, that js the Man that 
- kilfed himz (o that the* multitude then (preſſing upon him he: was ſoon ap- 
preh:nded, notwithſtanding the reſiſtance he made, and his endeavours 
ta eſcape: And thereupon he was carried before the Right Worſhipful 
Sir Thomas Jenner Kt. Recorder of the: Citty of London; ' who upon 
Examination of the Fae?, and. the Evidence of three ſeveral men that ſee 
him draw his Sword and make at the murthered Perfon { notwithftans 
ding the denial of the Party, who pretended? himſelf ro be  extreamely 
ia Drink, and laviſbing out his excccrable and abominable Oaths againſt 


thoſe that apprehended - him), Committed him to his Majefty's Gaol of 


Newgate, where he-1s:to ly til he comes to his Tryal at the next Sel- 
ſions in the Old Pazly: At which Time I Doubt not but the Juſtice of 
Gad Almighty, and the Government we are {o happy to live under, will 
overtake the Criminal, and ſet him up as an Example to deter others 
from Murthering the Innocent : It being what God, as well as Man hath 
mjoinedz the Laws of Heaven and Earth both Correſponding therein, that 
He that ſheddeth Mans Bloud, by - Man, ſhall his Bloud be jhed. 

Upon the whole, itis our Duty to pray tothe God of Heaven to preſcr veus 
from thoſe Paſhons and Extravagances, that this, .and other Criminals 
' have buy too often fell into. :,1t being in the Nature of all men when 
God leaves them tothe Violence of Temptation without his reſtraining Grace 
to do that which ſoonex or later, without a. Juſt Repentance, will ſurely 
bring tzem, to Deſtruction. which God of his Mercy prevent, | 
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